
Festival of the Reformation (Observed) 
Sunday, October 26, 2025 – 9:30 a.m.  

 
WELCOME!  Thank you for worshiping with us today! Visitors, please 
help us connect with you. Complete an attendance card (found in the 
pew rack) or send an e-mail to mike.schleider@mtolivemke.org if you 
have any requests for prayer or questions about our services.  
Users of hearing aids with a T-coil can hear the service directly 
through our hearing loop system.  
FOR THOSE DESIRING TO COMMUNE TODAY: We celebrate the 
Sacrament of our Lord Jesus Christ’s true body and true blood. Since 
reception of the Lord’s Supper expresses not only fellowship with the 
Lord, but also fellowship and agreement with the teaching of this 
congregation, we follow the Biblical practice of closed communion. 
Normally, members of congregations of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod who have been instructed in the faith are welcome to partake; 
however all guests are kindly asked to speak with a pastor before 
communing at our altar. For children or others who have not been 
confirmed, but would like to receive a blessing, please come forward with 
your arms crossed over your chest. 
 
Prelude: Es ist das Heil uns kommen her (#555) – Friedrich Wilhelm 
Zachow; settings of Erhalt uns, Herr, bei deinem Wort (#655) by Johann 
Gottfried Walther and Dietrich Buxtehude; and Ein feste Burg ist unser 
Gott (#656) – Johann Sebastian Bach 

 

T Preparation & Entrance Rite T 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of 
their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
 Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 
and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.       

C Amen. 
 

T Service of the Word T 
 
655       Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

(choir sings stanza 2) 
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1 Lord, keep us steadfast in Your Word; 
Curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from Your Son 
And bring to naught all He has done. 

 

Choir:  2 Lord Jesus Christ, Your pow’r make known, 
For You are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend Your holy Church that we 
May sing Your praise eternally. 

 

3 O Comforter of priceless worth, 
Send peace and unity on earth; 
Support us in our final strife 
And lead us out of death to life. 

 
Choir: Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. Kyrie eleison.   
  

 Lord have mercy. Christ have mercy. Lord have mercy. 
 

Text: Mark 10:47; Music: Liber Usualis 
 

947     All Glory Be to God on High 
 

1 All glory be to God on high 
    And thanks for all His favor; 
No harm can touch or terrify 
    A child of God forever. 
God shows His good and gracious will 
And grants His peace, the world to fill— 
    All strife at last has ended. 

 

2 We praise and laud and worship You; 
    We give You thanks forever, 
O Father, for Your rule is true 
    And just and changes never. 



4 

 

With boundless pow’r, Your mighty reign 
Fulfills whatever You ordain. 
    Lord, grant us ev’ry blessing! 

 

3 O Jesus Christ, the only Son 
    Begotten of the Father, 
Your saving death has made us one 
    With God and with each other. 
O Lamb of God, to You on high 
In our distress we sinners cry, 
    Have mercy on us, amen! 

 
4 O Holy Spirit, our delight 

    And source of consolation, 
Protect us from the devil’s might 
    Through Jesus, our salvation, 
Who by His death upon a tree 
Has rescued us from misery: 
    To this we hold forever. 

 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and gracious Lord, pour out Your Holy Spirit on 
Your faithful people. Keep us steadfast in Your grace and 
truth, protect and deliver us in times of temptation, defend 
us against all enemies, and grant to Your Church Your 
saving peace; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.         

C Amen. 
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A Revelation 14:6–7 
6Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with 
an eternal gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, 
to every nation and tribe and language and people. 7And 
he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, 
because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship 
him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs 
of water.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 46 (Sunday)                   Text: Richard Leach 

                      Music: Amanda Husberg 

 
Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, MO.  

All rights reserved. Reproduced by permission. 

 

Choir: Refrain 

C The highest one, the Holy one, the God of power 
is with us; the God of father Jacob shelters us.   

 

Choir: Our shelter, our courage, our God! So near and so 
ready to help! We go free from the grip of fear even if 
our world gives way: all the highest things thrown 
down with a whisper or a roar, fallen mountains, rising 
seas, shaking, shaking ev’rywhere. 

C Refrain  
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Choir: The joy of the city of God! The waters that flow there 
are glad! The city God has made His home – it will not 
be overthrown. If there is a night of threat, God will set 
things right at dawn. Nations rage, the voice of God 
melts the earth beneath their feet. 

C The highest one, the Holy one, the God of power 
is with us; the God of father Jacob shelters us.   

 

Choir: Oh, see what God does to the world! So much human 
effort is waste, for God stamps out the wars we make; 
costly weapons break and burn. Shattered scrap and 
smoking heap – all there is when God is done. God 
says this to all the world: “Now be still. Learn who I am!” 

C Refrain 
 

A  Romans 3:19–28 
19Now we know that whatever the law says it speaks to 
those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be 
stopped, and the whole world may be held accountable to 
God. 20For by works of the law no human being will be 
justified in his sight, since through the law comes 
knowledge of sin. 

 

21But now the righteousness of God has been manifested 
apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets 
bear witness to it— 22the righteousness of God through 
faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe.  
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For there is no distinction: 23for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, 24and are justified by his         
grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ 
Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a propitiation by his 
blood, to be received by faith. This was to show God’s 
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he       
had passed over former sins. 26It was to show his 
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just 
and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus. 
 

27Then what becomes of our boasting? It is excluded. By 
what kind of law? By a law of works? No, but by the law 
of faith. 28For we hold that one is justified by faith apart 
from works of the law. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord.   

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 Alleluia                          Mode VI 
 

C 
 

 
 Matthew 11:12-19 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh 
 chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

12[Jesus said:] “From the days of John the Baptist until 
now the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence, and 
the violent take it by force.  
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13For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until 
John, 14and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah who 
is to come. 15He who has ears to hear, let him hear. 
 

16“But to what shall I compare this generation? It is like 
children sitting in the marketplaces and calling to their 
playmates, 
 

 17“‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
      we sang a dirge, and you did not mourn.’ 
 

18For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 
‘He has a demon.’ 19The Son of Man came eating and 
drinking, and they say, ‘Look at him! A glutton and a 
drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners!’ Yet 
wisdom is justified by her deeds.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
656   A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 
    A trusty shield and weapon; 
He helps us free from ev’ry need 
    That hath us now o’ertaken. 
The old evil foe 
Now means deadly woe; 
    Deep guile and great might 
    Are his dread arms in fight; 
On earth is not his equal. 
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2 With might of ours can naught be done,  
  soon were our loss effected; 

But for us fights the valiant One,  
  Whom God Himself elected. 

Ask ye, Who is this?  
 Jesus Christ it is,  
   Of Sabaoth Lord,  
  And there’s none other God;  
 He holds the field forever. 
 
3  Though devils all the world should fill, 

    All eager to devour us, 
We tremble not, we fear no ill; 
    They shall not overpow’r us. 
This world’s prince may still 
Scowl fierce as he will, 
    He can harm us none. 
    He’s judged; the deed is done; 
One little word can fell him. 

 
4  The Word they still shall let remain 

    Nor any thanks have for it; 
He’s by our side upon the plain 
    With His good gifts and Spirit. 
And take they our life, goods, fame, child, and wife, 
    Though these all be gone, 
    Our vict’ry has been won; 
The Kingdom ours remaineth. 

 

 Sermon 
 



10 

 

Apostles Creed 

C  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven 
and earth. 

 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and 
was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and 
sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From 
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life T everlasting. 
Amen. 
 

 Prayer of the Church 

A  Lord in Your mercy: 

C hear our prayer. 
 
 Offering  
 

Communion Anthem 
 Non moriar sed vivam 
 

Non moriar, sed vivam, et narrabo opera Domine. 
 

Translation: 
I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the Lord. 

 

Text: Psalm 118:17; Music: Martin Luther   
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T Service of the Sacrament T 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, holy 
Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the countless 
blessings You so freely bestow on us and all creation. 
Above all, we give thanks for Your boundless love shown 
to us when You sent Your only-begotten Son, Jesus 
Christ, into our flesh and laid on Him our sin, giving Him 
into death that we might not die eternally. Because He is 
now risen from the dead and lives and reigns to all 
eternity, all who believe in Him will overcome sin and 
death and will rise again to new life. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 
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960   Isaiah, Mighty Seer in Days of Old 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



13 

 

P Blessed are You, O Lord our God, king of all creation, for 
You have had mercy on us and given Your only-begotten 
Son that whoever believes in Him should not perish but 
have eternal life. 
 

In Your righteous judgment You condemned the sin of 
Adam and Eve, who ate the forbidden fruit, and You justly 
barred them and all their children from the tree of life. Yet, 
in Your great mercy, You promised salvation by a second 
Adam, Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, and made His 
cross a life-giving tree for all who trust in Him. 
 

We give You thanks for the redemption You have 
prepared for us through Jesus Christ. Grant us Your Holy 
Spirit that we may faithfully eat and drink of the fruits of 
His cross and receive the blessings of forgiveness, life, 
and salvation that come to us in His body and blood. 

 

Hear us as we pray in His name and as He has taught us: 
 

Lord’s Prayer     
 

C  
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P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
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434  Lamb of God, Pure and Holy 
 

1 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
    Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 
All sins Thou borest for us, 
Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
    Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 

 

2 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
    Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 
All sins Thou borest for us, 
Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
    Have mercy on us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 

 

3 Lamb of God, pure and holy, 
    Who on the cross didst suffer, 
Ever patient and lowly, 
    Thyself to scorn didst offer. 
All sins Thou borest for us, 
Else had despair reigned o’er us: 
    Thy peace be with us, O Jesus! O Jesus! 
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555    Salvation unto Us Has Come  
   

1 Salvation unto us has come 
    By God’s free grace and favor; 
Good works cannot avert our doom, 
    They help and save us never. 
Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 
Who did for all the world atone; 
    He is our one Redeemer. 

 

2 What God did in His Law demand 
    And none to Him could render 
Caused wrath and woe on ev’ry hand 
    For man, the vile offender. 
Our flesh has not those pure desires 
The spirit of the Law requires, 
    And lost is our condition. 

 

3 It was a false, misleading dream 
    That God His Law had given 
That sinners could themselves redeem 
    And by their works gain heaven. 
The Law is but a mirror bright 
To bring the inbred sin to light 
    That lurks within our nature. 

 

4 From sin our flesh could not abstain, 
    Sin held its sway unceasing; 
The task was useless and in vain, 
    Our guilt was e’er increasing. 
None can remove sin’s poisoned dart 
Or purify our guileful heart— 
    So deep is our corruption. 
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5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 
    Or we must die despairing, 
Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 
    Our human nature sharing. 

 He has for us the Law obeyed 
And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 
    Which over us impended. 

 

6 Since Christ has full atonement made 
    And brought to us salvation, 
Each Christian therefore may be glad 
    And build on this foundation. 
Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 
Your death is now my life indeed, 
    For You have paid my ransom. 

 

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 
    Your Word cannot be broken; 
Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 
    No falsehood have You spoken. 
Baptized into Your precious name, 
My faith cannot be put to shame, 
    And I shall never perish. 

 

8 The Law reveals the guilt of sin 
    And makes us conscience-stricken; 
But then the Gospel enters in 
    The sinful soul to quicken. 
Come to the cross, trust Christ, and live; 
The Law no peace can ever give, 
    No comfort and no blessing. 
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9 Faith clings to Jesus’ cross alone 
    And rests in Him unceasing; 
And by its fruits true faith is known, 
    With love and hope increasing. 

 For faith alone can justify; 
Works serve our neighbor and supply 
    The proof that faith is living. 

 

D  10 All blessing, honor, thanks, and praise 
    To Father, Son, and Spirit, 
The God who saved us by His grace; 
    All glory to His merit. 
O triune God in heav’n above, 
You have revealed Your saving love; 
    Your blessèd name we hallow. 

 
Communion Anthem  
O Lord, We Praise Thee 
 

O Lord, we praise Thee, bless Thee, and adore Thee,  
In thanksgiving bow before Thee. 
Thou with Thy body and Thy blood didst nourish  
Our weak souls that they may flourish: 
O Lord, have mercy! 
May Thy body, Lord, born of Mary,  
That our sins and sorrows did carry, 
And Thy blood for us plead  
In all trial, fear, and need: 
O Lord, have mercy! 
 

Text: Martin Luther; Music: Johann Walter 
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585  Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide 
 (Choir sings stanza 4 alone) 
 

1 Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, 
For round us falls the eventide. 
O let Your Word, that saving light, 
Shine forth undimmed into the night. 

 

2 In these last days of great distress 
Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness 
That we keep pure till life is spent 
Your holy Word and Sacrament. 

 

3 To hope grown dim, to hearts turned cold 
Speak tongues of fire and make us bold 
To shine Your Word of saving grace 
Into each dark and loveless place. 

 

Choir:  4 May glorious truths that we have heard, 
The bright sword of Your mighty Word, 
Spurn Satan that Your Church be strong, 
Bold, unified in act and song. 

 

5 Restrain, O Lord, the human pride 
That seeks to thrust Your truth aside 
Or with some man-made thoughts or things 
Would dim the words Your Spirit sings. 

 

6 Stay with us, Lord, and keep us true; 
Preserve our faith our whole life through— 
Your Word alone our heart’s defense, 
The Church’s glorious confidence. 

 



20 

 

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 
 and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. 

 Depart T in peace.    
 

C Amen. 
 

A Let us pray. 
 We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have 

refreshed us through this salutary gift, and we implore 
You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through 
the same in faith toward You and in fervent love toward 
one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever. 

 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face 
shine on you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon 

you with favor and T give you peace. 
 

C Amen. 
 
566     By Grace I’m Saved 

 

1 By grace I’m saved, grace free and boundless; 
    My soul, believe and doubt it not. 
Why stagger at this word of promise? 
    Has Scripture ever falsehood taught? 
No! Then this word must true remain: 
By grace you too will life obtain. 

 



21 

 

2 By grace! None dare lay claim to merit; 
    Our works and conduct have no worth. 
God in His love sent our Redeemer, 
    Christ Jesus, to this sinful earth; 
His death did for our sins atone, 
And we are saved by grace alone. 

 

3 By grace God’s Son, our only Savior, 
    Came down to earth to bear our sin. 
Was it because of your own merit 
    That Jesus died your soul to win? 
No, it was grace, and grace alone, 
That brought Him from His heav’nly throne. 

 

4 By grace! This ground of faith is certain; 
    As long as God is true, it stands. 
What saints have penned by inspiration, 
    What in His Word our God commands, 
Our faith in what our God has done 
Depends on grace—grace through His Son. 

 

5 By grace to timid hearts that tremble, 
    In tribulation’s furnace tried, 
By grace, in spite of fear and trouble, 
    The Father’s heart is open wide. 
Where could I help and strength secure 
If grace were not my anchor sure? 

 

6 By grace! On this I’ll rest when dying; 
    In Jesus’ promise I rejoice; 
For though I know my heart’s condition, 
    I also know my Savior’s voice. 



22 

 

My heart is glad, all grief has flown 
Since I am saved by grace alone. 

 
Postlude: Es ist das Heil uns kommen her (#555) – 
Friedrich Wilhelm Zachow 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are pleased to have Rev. Dr. John Oberdeck join us as our Guest 
Preacher again this weekend. Dr. Oberdeck is Professor of Theology 
Emeritus of Concordia University Wisconsin, where he was also the 
Assistant Director of Lay Ministry. He has also served as a parish 
pastor and on the faculty of Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.   

 

 
For more information about what is happening  

at Mount Olive, please visit our website  
at https://mtolivemke.org or scan the QR Code 

for our latest News & Notes.  
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