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Welcome to the Divine Service during the holy season of Lent. In 
these forty days, the Church walks with Christ on the way of 
repentance, prayer, and renewed faith. Lent calls us to honest    
self-examination and to trust more deeply in God’s mercy revealed 
at the cross. As we gather around God’s Word and Sacraments, 
we are reminded that repentance is not despair, but a return to      
our gracious Father, who forgives freely for Christ’s sake. Here,    
the Lord meets us with His promise of forgiveness, life, and 
salvation. Visitors are invited to fill out an attendance card from     
the pew rack, or introduce yourself at the conclusion of the service 
and email Pastor Schleider at mike.schleider@mtolivemke.org. 

 
T For first time visitors, this service folder will guide you 

through our service. The songs are in the songbook in the 
pew. They are referenced by number. 
 

T Families with small children, please sit where you are 
comfortable and where your children can see and engage    in 
the service. There are activity bags for young children at the 
main entrance. Restrooms are located on the lower level. 
 

T For those who are hearing impaired, users of hearing 
aids with a T-coil can hear the service directly through 
our hearing loop system.  
 

T For those who are deaf, the ASL interpreter is located in the 
front of the church on the left at the 9:30 a.m. Sunday service. 
 
 

T Please join us for Sunday School, Middle School Bible 
Study, High School Bible Study, and Adult Bible Study at 
11:00. Visitors, do not hesitate to ask an usher or someone 
near you for more information. 
 

T Anyone in need of pastoral care is encouraged to contact 
Pastor Schleider at 414-232-2919. 

 

mailto:mike.schleider@mtolivemke.org
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For those desiring to commune today:  
We celebrate the Sacrament of our Lord Jesus Christ’s true body 
and true blood. Since reception of the Lord’s Supper expresses 
not only fellowship with the Lord, but also fellowship and 
agreement with the teaching of this congregation, we follow the 
Biblical practice of closed communion. Normally, members of 
congregations of The Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod who have 
been instructed in the faith are welcome to partake; however all 
guests are kindly asked to speak with a pastor before communing 
at our altar. For children or others who have not been confirmed, 
but would like to receive a blessing, please come forward with your 
arms crossed over your chest.  
 

 

 
THE DIVINE SERVICE 

 

T Confession and Absolution T 
 
At the conclusion of the prelude, please stand as you are able.  
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their 
Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the 
truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and 
just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 
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    Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature 
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone. We have not loved You 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your 
present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your 
will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy 
name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for 
you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called 
and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 
therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

T Entrance Rite T 
 

#421  Jesus Grant that Balm and Healing 
   

1 Jesus, grant that balm and healing 
    In Your holy wounds I find, 
Ev’ry hour that I am feeling 
    Pains of body and of mind. 
 Should some evil thought within 
Tempt my treach’rous heart to sin, 
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    Show the peril, and from sinning 
    Keep me from its first beginning. 

 

2 Should some lust or sharp temptation 
    Fascinate my sinful mind, 
Draw me to Your cross and passion, 
    And new courage I shall find. 
Or should Satan press me hard, 
Let me then be on my guard, 
    Saying, “Christ for me was wounded,” 
    That the tempter flee confounded. 

 

3 If the world my heart entices 
    With the broad and easy road, 
With seductive, sinful vices, 
    Let me weigh the awful load 
You were willing to endure. 
Help me flee all thoughts impure 
    And to master each temptation, 
    Calm in prayer and meditation. 

 

4 Ev’ry wound that pains or grieves me 
    By Your wounds, Lord, is made whole; 
When I’m faint, Your cross revives me, 
    Granting new life to my soul. 
Yes, Your comfort renders sweet 
Ev’ry bitter cup I meet; 
    For Your all-atoning passion 
    Has procured my soul’s salvation. 

 

5 O my God, my rock and tower, 
    Grant that in Your death I trust, 
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Knowing death has lost its power 
    Since You crushed it in the dust. 
Savior, let Your agony 
Ever help and comfort me; 
    When I die be my protection, 
    Light and life and resurrection. 

 

 
 

Kyrie, eleison – Lord, have mercy. Christe, eleison – Christ, have mercy. 

 

P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.      
 

P Let us pray.                                        
O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be 
gracious to all who have gone astray from Your ways and 
bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast faith 
to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of Your 
Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 
 

C    Amen. 
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T The Liturgy of the Word T 
 

 Exodus 17:1-7 
1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on 
from the wilderness of Sin by stages, according to the 
commandment of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, but 
there was no water for the people to drink. 2Therefore the 
people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water to 
drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with 
me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3But the people thirsted 
there for water, and the people grumbled against Moses 
and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill us 
and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses 
cried to the Lord, “What shall I do with this people? They 
are almost ready to stone me.” 5And the Lord said to 
Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some 
of the elders of Israel, and take in your hand the staff with 
which you struck the Nile, and go. 6Behold, I will stand 
before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike 
the rock, and water shall come out of it, and the people 
will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of 
Israel. 7And he called the name of the place Massah and 
Meribah, because of the quarreling of the people of Israel, 
and because they tested the Lord by saying, “Is the Lord 
among us or not?” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God.  
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 Psalm 95   
 

 
            

Oh come, let us sing | to the Lord; 
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our | salvation! 
Let us come into his presence | with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to him with | songs of praise! 

 

For the Lord is a | great God, 
and a great King above | all gods. 
In his hand are the depths | of the earth; 
the heights of the mountains are | his also. 
 

The sea is his, for he | made it, 
and his hands formed the | dry land. 
Oh come, let us worship and | bow down; 
let us kneel before the | Lord, our Maker! 
 

For he | is our God, 
and we are the people of his pasture,  
 and the sheep of | his hand. 
Oh come, let us worship and | bow down; 
let us kneel before the | Lord, our Maker! 
 

Today, if you | hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts, as at Me-| ribah, 
as on the day at Massah in the | wilderness, 
when your fathers put me to the test and put me  
 to the proof, though they had seen | my work. 
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For forty years I loathed that | generation 
and said, “They are a people  
 who go astray in | their heart, 
and they have not | known my ways.” 
Therefore I swore in my wrath,  
 “They shall not en-| ter my rest.” 

 

A  Romans 5:1-8 
1Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have 
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through 
him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace 
in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of 
God. 3More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing 
that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance 
produces character, and character produces hope, 5and 
hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has 
been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 
has been given to us. 
 

6For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died 
for the ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for a righteous 
person—though perhaps for a good person one would 
dare even to die— 8but God shows his love for us in that 
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
 Please stand as you are able:    
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 John 4:5-42 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth 
chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord.    
 

5[Jesus] came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the 
field that Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well 
was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his journey, 
was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 
 

7There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus 
said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(For his disciples had gone 
away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said 
to him, “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, 
a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no dealings with 
Samaritans.) 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of 
God, and who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,’ 
you would have asked him, and he would have given you 
living water.” 11The woman said to him, “Sir, you have 
nothing to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do 
you get that living water? 12Are you greater than our father 
Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as 



11 

 

did his sons and his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, 
“Everyone who drinks of this water will be thirsty 
again, 14but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him 
will never be thirsty forever. The water that I will give him 
will become in him a spring of water welling up to eternal 
life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so 
that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 
 

16Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come 
here.” 17The woman answered him, “I have no husband.” 
Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no 
husband’; 18for you have had five husbands, and the one 
you now have is not your husband. What you have said is 
true.” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you 
are a prophet. 20Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, 
but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people 
ought to worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe 
me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor 
in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You worship 
what you do not know; we worship what we know, for 
salvation is from the Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and 
is now here, when the true worshipers will worship the 
Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such 
people to worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who 
worship him must worship in spirit and truth.” 25The woman 
said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is 
called Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all 
things.” 26Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am he.” 
 

27Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that 
he was talking with a woman, but no one said, “What do 
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you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with her?” 28So the 
woman left her water jar and went away into town and said 
to the people, 29“Come, see a man who told me all that I 
ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30They went out of the 
town and were coming to him. 
  

31 Meanwhile the disciples were urging him, saying, 
“Rabbi, eat.” 32But he said to them, “I have food to eat that 
you do not know about.” 33So the disciples said to one 
another, “Has anyone brought him something to eat?” 
34Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of him who 
sent me and to accomplish his work. 35Do you not say, 
‘There are yet four months, then comes the harvest’? 
Look, I tell you, lift up your eyes, and see that the fields are 
white for harvest. 36Already the one who reaps is receiving 
wages and gathering fruit for eternal life, so that sower and 
reaper may rejoice together. 37For here the saying holds 
true, ‘One sows and another reaps.’ 38I sent you to reap 
that for which you did not labor. Others have labored, and 
you have entered into their labor.” 
 

39Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because 
of the woman’s testimony, “He told me all that I ever 
did.” 40So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked 
him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41And 
many more believed because of his word. 42They said to 
the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that 
we believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know 
that this is indeed the Savior of the world.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
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#823  May God Bestow on Us His Grace 
   

1 May God bestow on us His grace, 
    With blessings rich provide us; 
And may the brightness of His face 
    To life eternal guide us, 
That we His saving health may know, 
    His gracious will and pleasure, 
And also to the nations show 
    Christ’s riches without measure 
And unto God convert them. 

 

2 Thine over all shall be the praise 
    And thanks of ev’ry nation; 
And all the world with joy shall raise 
    The voice of exultation. 
For Thou shalt judge the earth, O Lord, 
    Nor suffer sin to flourish; 
Thy people’s pasture is Thy Word 
    Their souls to feed and nourish, 
In righteous paths to keep them. 

 

D   3 O let the people praise Thy worth, 
    In all good works increasing; 
The land shall plenteous fruit bring forth, 
    Thy Word is rich in blessing. 
May God the Father, God the Son, 
    And God the Spirit bless us! 
Let all the world praise Him alone, 
    Let solemn awe possess us. 
Now let our hearts say, “Amen!” 

 



14 

 

Sermon 
 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of 
heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son 
of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God 
of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, 
not made, being of one substance with the Father, by 
whom all things were made; who for us men and for 
our salvation came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was 
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the third day He 
rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended 
into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
And He will come again with glory to judge both the 
living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of 
life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who 
with the Father and the Son together is worshiped     
and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe 
in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I 
acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life 

T of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P  …Lord in Your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
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 Offering 
 

 
 
Offering Anthem 
How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling – From the Becker Psalter 
  
How lovely is Thy dwelling, 
O Lord of hosts to see! 
My soul with joy is swelling 
Within Thy courts to be. 
My heart and flesh are singing, 
With holy praises ringing, 
The living God is He.   
  

The sparrow’s wings have hovered 
Where now Thy praise is sung, 
The swallow hath discovered 
Where she may lay her young 
Thine altars, Lord of heaven. 
My praises gladly given, 
To God my King belong.    
 

Text: Psalm 84; Music: Heinrich Schütz 

 
Offertory Hymn: I Lay My Sins on Jesus 
 

1  I lay my sins on Jesus, the spotless Lamb of God; 
He bears them all and frees us from the accursèd load. 
I bring my guilt to Jesus to wash my crimson stains 
Clean in His blood most precious till not a spot remains. 

 

Please feel free to  
use this QR code  
for your giving.   
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2  I lay my wants on Jesus; all fullness dwells in Him; 
He heals all my diseases; my soul He does redeem. 
I lay my griefs on Jesus, my burdens and my cares; 
He from them all releases; He all my sorrows shares. 

 

3  I rest my soul on Jesus, this weary soul of mine; 
His right hand me embraces; I on His breast recline. 
I love the name of Jesus, Immanuel, Christ, the Lord; 
Like fragrance on the breezes  
His name abroad is poured. 
 

T Liturgy of the Eucharist T 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all 
times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, 
almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and 
gave His life as a ransom for many that with cleansed 
hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the 
paschal feast in sincerity and truth. Therefore with angels 
and archangels and with all the company of heaven we 
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising 
You and saying: 
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C  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have 
had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your 
only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be 
our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation 
accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His 
body and His blood on the cross. 

 

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we 
beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us 
with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His 
body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own 
testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of 
the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage 
feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end. 
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us.  
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To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and worship, 
with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.    
    

C Amen. 
 

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was 
betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He 
broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; 

this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in 
remembrance of Me.” 

 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and 
when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: 
“Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My 

T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we 
proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us 
Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your 
blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection 
from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your 
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your 
kingdom and teach us to pray:  
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 Lord’s Prayer   
 

C  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.      
 

C Amen 
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#609  Jesus Sinners Doth Receive 
  

1 Jesus sinners doth receive; 
    Oh, may all this saying ponder 
Who in sin’s delusions live 
    And from God and heaven wander! 
Here is hope for all who grieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

2 We deserve but grief and shame, 
    Yet His words, rich grace revealing, 
Pardon, peace, and life proclaim; 
    Here our ills have perfect healing. 
Firmly in these words believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

3 Sheep that from the fold did stray 
    No true shepherd e’er forsaketh; 
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 Weary souls that lost their way 
    Christ, the Shepherd, gently taketh 
In His arms that they may live: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

4 I, a sinner, come to Thee 
    With a penitent confession. 
Savior, mercy show to me; 
    Grant for all my sins remission. 
Let these words my soul relieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

5 Oh, how blest it is to know: 
    Were as scarlet my transgression, 
It shall be as white as snow 
    By Thy blood and bitter passion; 
For these words I now believe: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

6 Now my conscience is at peace; 
    From the Law I stand acquitted. 
Christ hath purchased my release 
    And my ev’ry sin remitted. 
Naught remains my soul to grieve: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 

 

7 Jesus sinners doth receive; 
    Also I have been forgiven; 
And when I this earth must leave, 
    I shall find an open heaven. 
Dying, still to Him I cleave: 
Jesus sinners doth receive. 
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Communion Anthem 
Agnus Dei  
 

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nostri.  
    

Translation: 

Lamb of God, You take away the sins of the world,  
have mercy on us. 
 

Text and Music: Thomas Morley - edited by John Milsom 

 
 

#559  O, How Great Is Your Compassion 
 

1 Oh, how great is Your compassion, 
    Faithful Father, God of grace, 
    That with all our fallen race 
In our depth of degradation 
    You had mercy so that we 
    Might be saved eternally! 

 

2 Your great love for this has striven 
    That we may, from sin made free, 
    Live with You eternally. 
Your dear Son Himself has given 
    And extends His gracious call, 
    To His supper leads us all. 

 

3 Firmly to our soul’s salvation 
    Witnesses Your Spirit, Lord, 
    In Your Sacraments and Word. 
There He sends true consolation, 
    Giving us the gift of faith 
    That we fear not hell nor death. 
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4 Lord, Your mercy will not leave me; 
    Ever will Your truth abide. 
    Then in You I will confide. 
Since Your Word cannot deceive me, 
    My salvation is to me 
    Safe and sure eternally. 

 

5 I will praise Your great compassion, 
    Faithful Father, God of grace, 
    That with all our fallen race 
In our depth of degradation 
    You had mercy so that we 
    Might be saved eternally. 

 

Please stand as you are able 
 

A Let us pray.   
O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, 
who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into 
the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given 
us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You 
not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts 
and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled 
constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His 
face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. The Lord 

lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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#435  Come to Calvary’s Holy Mountain 
 

1 Come to Calv’ry’s holy mountain, 
    Sinners, ruined by the fall; 
Here a pure and healing fountain 
    Flows for you, for me, for all, 
In a full, perpetual tide, 
Opened when our Savior died. 

 

2 Come in poverty and meanness, 
    Come defiled, without, within; 
From infection and uncleanness, 
    From the leprosy of sin, 
Wash your robes and make them white; 
Ye shall walk with God in light. 

 

3 Come in sorrow and contrition, 
    Wounded, impotent, and blind; 
Here the guilty, free remission, 
    Here the troubled, peace may find. 
Health this fountain will restore; 
They that drink shall thirst no more. 

 

4 They that drink shall live forever; 
    ’Tis a soul-renewing flood. 
God is faithful; God will never 
    Break His covenant of blood, 
Signed when our Redeemer died, 
Sealed when He was glorified. 
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Today’s prelude is from Johann Kuhnau’s Biblical Sonatas. It is 
from the first sonata titled The Battle Between David and Goliath. 
The second movement is written to convey a sense of trepidation 
and prayer as the Israelites fear the enemy. In this movement 
Kuhnau uses the hymn From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee to 
convey this story. You can hear it quoted very slowly overtop a 
constant pattern of changing eighth notes. 
 

Kuhnau was a German composer who lived from 1660 to 1722. 
He was an organist and music theorist of the late Baroque period. 
Born in Geising, Saxony, he studied law but became best known 
for his musical career in Leipzig. In 1701 he was appointed cantor 
at St. Thomas Church, where he directed music for the city’s 
churches and school. Kuhnau wrote keyboard works, sacred 
cantatas, and the famous Biblical Sonatas, early examples of 
programmatic music. His writing combined strong Lutheran 
theology with expressive musical storytelling. After his death in 
1722, he was succeeded as cantor by Johann Sebastian Bach. 

 

 

T DAILY SCRIPTURE READINGS T 
 

T Sunday: Psalm 129; Genesis 27-28:22; Mark 9:1-13 

T Monday: Psalm 38; Genesis 29:1-30; Mark 9:14-32 

T Tuesday: Psalm 105; Genesis 35:1-29; Mark 9:33-50 

T Wednesday: Psalm 31; Genesis 37:1-36; Mark 10:1-12 

T Thursday: Psalm 106; Genesis 39:1-23; Mark 10:13-31 

T Friday: Psalm 49; Genesis 40:1-23; Mark 10:32-52 

T Saturday: Psalm 11; Genesis 41:1-27; Mark 11:1-19 
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T Why We Do What We Do T 
 

Many Sundays we sing an Offertory in the middle of the service 
(LSB pp. 159, 176, and 192). One of the purposes of the Offertory 
is to pivot us between the Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of 
the Eucharist. Historically, the Offertory was something that 
changed every week; but with the advent of the Common Service 
in 1888, a.k.a. “TLH p. 15,” Create in Me" (Psalm 51) became the 
Offertory sung every week in Lutheran churches. In 1982, What 
Shall I Render to the Lord (Psalm 116) was added to our 
repertoire. This Lent, for a change of pace, we are singing I Lay 
My Sins on Jesus as an offertory hymn. This hymn calibrates our 
posture to what is about to happen; just about 10 minutes after 
singing this hymn we will receive Jesus’ very body and blood for 
the forgiveness of our sins, life, and salvation. When we receive 
communion we literally lay our sins on Jesus with the certain 
assurance that we are forgiven. Its repetition for the five Sundays 
in Lent gives us an opportunity to delve deeper into the meaning 
of the text each week as it becomes more familiar. 
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